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2017 Catechist Commissioning Mass 

‘Lord, may Your light shine.’ 

The Catechist Commissioning Mass was held at St Michael’s Chapel at the Catholic 

Education Office, Leederville on the 11th October 2017. 

Celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop Don Sproxton & Parish Priests who proudly supported the 

efforts of their parishioners, including those who were fully commissioned and those 

provisionally commissioned as Catechists for the Archdiocese of Perth.   

In particular, the joy of this celebration included the collaboration of Catechists from 

Children’s Catechist Services, Personal Advocacy Services and 27 RCIA Catechists for 

Christian Initiation. 

Parishes Commissioned with RCIA Catechists included: Baldivis, Ballajura, St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Clarkson, Ellenbrook, Indonesian Catholic Community, Lockridge, Perth 

Chinese Catholic Community, Spearwood, Whitfords and Yangebup. 

The Liturgy was beautifully uplifted by catechists from  Personal Advocacy using sacred 

gestures to bring the words of the reading to come alive for people with intellectual 

disabilities, who may find the language overwhelming.   

In his Homily, Bishop Don especially thanked all catechists for their faith commitment and 

on-going formation in completing the courses offered, reminding us of the importance of 

our mission and fidelity to Church teaching. 

 



 

Save the Date 

The Rite of Election 

22nd February 2018 

St Mary’s Cathedral 

7.30pm 

Celebrant:  

Archbishop Costelloe SDB 

 

All welcome to witness catechumens and 
candidates elected by God to join the  

Church as they elect to become Catholic. 

 

Advent Retreat 

5 December 2017 

9.30 am - 2.30 pm 

Facilitator: Dr Pina Ford 

Venue: St Michael’s Chapel, CEO  

50 Ruslip Street, Leederville 

Register Contact: Mildred Rego 

E: Mildred.Rego@cewa.edu.au 

Ph: 6380 5335 

Cost $25.00  M/tea & Lunch will be provided 

Registration Closes: 21 Nov 2017. 
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Geraldton and 
Perth Dioceses

Welcomes you to the
2017 W. A. 

RCIA State Conference
‘Journey Together’

2017 RCIA WA State Conference 

‘Journey Together’ 

The bi-annual RCIA State Conference was collaboratively offered this 
year, hosted by the Perth Archdiocese, with the Key Note Address 
delivered by Rev Fr Gerard Totanis, Director for the Centre For 
Parish Life and Mission of the Geraldton Diocese.  Fr Gerard spoke  
on ‘The Experience of RCIA: Asia to Australia’, highlighting three key 
areas in his presentation: the Asia Experience of RCIA; Asian 
Spirituality meets the Australian Church; How the Australian Church 
can meet the needs of Asian Converts. 

The Church in Manila, mandated by their Bishops Conference, 
created Basic Ecclesial Communities (BEC), of 7-10 families to share 
God’s Word and personalise and practice their faith on a daily basis, 
which embodied the Church in miniature.  Priests were also 
encouraged to offer Mass through outreach, in make-shift outdoor 
Churches on street corners in all neighbourhoods, whereby lapsed 
Catholics and the whole neighbourhood were welcomed to this real 
community Mass on your door-step.  With the majority of the 
Philippines being Catholic, RCIA did not exist in the Australian format, 
however the Christian Initiation that was offered was seriously 
undertaken with no missed sessions allowed, and the Catechism 
used being the Philippine version, inculturated for the local people.  
Also, creativity by the priest and catechetical team offered material, 
human and spiritual support convenient for all.  The two year 
program, information based, involved engagement with the 
catechumens strongly linked to relationship and understanding where 
they are from; invited into a BEC they were welcomed into a grass-
roots experience of being Church, whereby the neophytes took 
ownership and responsibility of their new  faith.  Continued 
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[Fr Gerard Totanis Continued…] 

An awareness for Australian Catholics on how faith is 
respected and honoured in Asia was offered by Fr Gerard: 
In Asia, though RCIA is not fully implemented, 
evangelisation remains strong.  Christian values of social 
and community attention and education attracts converts.  
Mongolia has the youngest Catholic Church in the world, 
with a dynamic community of spiritual compassion and care 
for each other; Nepal, though now secular has a growing 
RCIA; China’s Catholic numbers are unsure, possibility due 
to limitations on religious freedoms, however the Protestant 
Churches have larger numbers than the Catholic faith 
almost certainly because it is an easier process, with 
converts simply accepting Jesus as Lord. 

Part three of Fr Gerard’s talk unpacked how the Australian 
Church can welcome Asian’s into their parishes.  Key to 
this is overcoming language barriers and being sensitive to 
their experience.   

As the Australian Catholic Community of faith, we are 
called to remember that our Asian brothers and sisters 
have encountered a two –pronged exodus from (i.) their 
home and (ii.) from their spiritual background.  With parish 
multiculturalism on the rise, we must appreciate that  

“words are not the only vehicle of communication.”  Most 
importantly as our new Asian parishioners patiently learn 
the many dimensions of newness they encounter, we too 
have the opportunity to learn patience and appreciate that 
though we might think differently, Jesus welcomed all. 

The Parish, as a place of welcome is also the fundamental 
place for story-telling.  We need to listen to one another, 
and not just tell our own story; being enriched by the 
diversity among us so that we see the beauty in the other, 
beyond the physical, as the heart can easily accommodate 
the other. 

 

 

 

The workshop on Mystagogia, living in Discipleship, reported on the Perth 
Archdiocese Working Party held this year, to scrutinise the practice of post-
baptismal catechesis, especially during the Easter Season.  Pope Francis 
warned the Church in his Apostolic Exhortation, EVANGELII GAUDIUM [# 6],  

“There are Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter.”  
As Catholics, we offer inspiring Lenten missions and prayer experiences, 
and dynamic joy filled Easter Vigil celebrations of our greatest Christian 
feast, with creative liturgical displays but loose our momentum over the 
Easter Season.  New parish focus may be required for us, as Easter 
People, to re-think the atmosphere of our parish life during the Easter 
Season, and what the impact of this mood has on the neophytes in our 
midst. 
Last year at the National Conference Perth was lucky to host the creators of  
TeamRCIA, Nick Wagner and Diane Macalintal, who in a recent excerpt  
from their newsletter highlighted the importance of the liturgy stating: 
“If you think of where most of the parish gathers most often, it is the Sunday 
liturgy. In addition, when liturgy is celebrated well, it moves people’s hearts. 
When participants become emotionally engaged in worship, they are more 

deeply connected to their fellow worshipers and to the dynamic love of 
Father the Son and the Spirit.” 

From the table discussions at the Conference, a few comments included: 
 ‘Our RCIA group continues to Pentecost because we inform our converts from 

the first meeting of how long the process will take.’  

 ‘Asking young parents to be involved in Parish ministries needs to include the 

many school ministries.  The Parish School is integral to the life of the Parish 

and needs to be seen as such, not separate or autonomous from the parish 

community.’ 

 ‘God has been side-lined because we do not need Him in our affluence.’ 

 ‘To be a credible Church we must be humble and meet people’s needs.’ 

 ‘People want a break after Easter, & are away during school holidays .’ 

 ‘We introduce neophytes to the parish ministries and invite them to join in.’ 

 ‘In our secular world the ache for God is still there.’ 

[Above RH] The Opening  Liturgy included an Acknowledgement of the First 
Peoples and the presentation of a Message Stick, by Donna of the 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry to the Office of Christian Initiation (OCI). The 
message stick is a communication tool for passing on a message from one 
language group to another, when coming into another person’s land; In the 
spirit of reconciliation, we come together in Christ to learn about each 
other’s culture and stories inspired by the Gospel, to remind us of our 
journey, and our relationship to listen to each other and  the Gospel.  The 
Message Stick was specially prepared, smoked and decorated by Aboriginal 
elders, with symbols of  the Trinity, gatherings of people, and the new logo 
for the OCI. 

2017 RCIA WA STATE CONFERENCE 

“Accept people where they are at and where they can be.” 

“Let us make Church life a  

Joyful experience.” 

‘...a fuller and more effective understanding of the mysteries of the Gospel through 

Easter, … we are gifted with further reminder, to pull ourselves out of complacency, as 

we live our discipleship more faithfully…’ [RCIA #236] 

State Conference Workshop Summary 

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html


 

 

 

 

New Parish Resource: free to download 

    

www.jedo.perthcatholic.org.au 

   FAITH IN ACTION: 

   JUSTICE 

   ECOLOGY 

   DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

Pray for converts in the Mass and all parish ministries! 

As a Church, ‘the people of God, as represented by the local Church, 

should understand and show by their concern that the initiation of adults 

is the responsibility of all baptised.’ [Ad Gentes] 

Rite of Election 

Parish Kit 

Free download 

Includes:  

Parish Rite of Sending;  

Discernment for the Rite of  

Election 

Scrolls for catechumen and  

candidates names for the  

Archbishop at the Rite of Election 

And much more! 

http://www.jedo.perthcatholic.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 


