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Holy Spirit Prayer and Reflection  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L:  That all your children may experience joy in their lives...  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L: That wars may cease, and peace come to those who are affected by violence...  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L:  That all peoples may learn to be patient, understanding and tolerant...  

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L: That those who suffer, may experience loving-kindness and care...  

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L: That abundant generosity may be given to those in most need...  

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L: That we may be faithful to the Lord’s command to love all our sisters and brothers ...  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L: That the elderly and sick, the young and vulnerable may always experience gentleness,  
sensitivity and respect...  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

L: That we may be challenged to put others first and to take action to help people in need.  

All: Come, Holy Spirit, help us to transform your world.  

 

 

Acts 20:17-27  

From Miletus Paul sent for the elders of the church of Ephesus. When they arrived he 

addressed these words to them:  

‘You know what my way of life has been ever since the first day I set foot among you in Asia, 

how I have served the Lord in all humility, with all the sorrows and trials that came to me 

through the plots of the Jews. I have not hesitated to do anything that would be helpful to you; 

I have preached to you, and instructed you both in public and in your homes, urging both Jews 

and Greeks to turn to God and to believe in our Lord Jesus.  
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‘And now you see me a prisoner already in spirit; I am on my way to Jerusalem, but have no 

idea what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit, in town after town, has made it 

clear enough that imprisonment and persecution await me. But life to me is not a thing to waste 

words on, provided that when I finish my race I have carried out the mission the Lord Jesus 

gave me – and that was to bear witness to the Good News of God’s grace.  

‘I now feel sure that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will 

ever see my face again. And so here and now I swear that my conscience is clear as far as all 

of you are concerned, for I have without faltering put before you the whole of God’s purpose.’  

In this reading Paul helps us to reflect on the words and actions we use ourselves – as he did. 

He wants those he worked with to recognise why he did what he did: ‘You know what my way of 

life has been ever since the first day I set foot among you in Asia”:  

• “I have served the Lord in all humility”  

• “I have not hesitated to do anything that would be helpful to you;”  

• “I have preached to you, and instructed you both in public and in your homes”  

• “I have urged both Jews and Greeks to turn to God and to believe in our Lord Jesus.”  

• “you see me a prisoner already in spirit;”  

• “The Holy Spirit has made it clear....“  

• “I have carried out the mission the Lord Jesus gave me –  

• to bear witness to the Good News of God’s grace.”  

 

“I have, without faltering, put before you the whole of God’s purpose.” Paul is sounding like he is 
a reflection Jesus himself as we hear from St John today – and why should he not?  

“Now at last they know that all you have given me comes indeed from you; for I have given 

them the teaching you gave to me, and they have truly accepted this, that I came from you, and 

have believed that it was you who sent me.” 

 


