
 

 

Office of Christian Initiation - Archdiocese of Perth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Testament Biblical Characters: whose lives were impacted by Jesus. 
Choose from these according to the group make up and number. 

Person Clues to who I am  Key moment 

Peter 
Lk 6:12-16 Mtt 

4:18,20 Mtt 
26:51-53, 69-75 

I learned to fish and this is what I was doing many years later when 
Jesus asked me to follow him. Jesus named me Cephas. 
When the soldiers came to take Jesus away, I was so angry that I 
struck one of them with my sword.  Later I did what Jesus warned of, 
but I promised I would never do – I denied him, not once, but 3 times!  
I’m not proud of that. 

I was the first Apostle 
to perform a miracle 
in Jesus’ name and 
with authority. 

Paul 
Acts9:-19, 1-30 

I was a Roman citizen, born into a privileged family in Tarsus 
My duty as a Roman soldier was to seek out Christians and imprison 
them or ‘make them pay.’  I later became one of Jesus most fervent 
followers and I am sometimes referred to as the 13th Apostle, though I 
never met Jesus. 

On the road to 
Damascus I was 
startled by a bright 
light and heard the 
voice of Jesus 
speaking to me.  

Thomas 
Luke 12-16,  
Jn 20:25-29 

An impetuous disciple, I expressed my willingness to die with Jesus 
when he was being called to Bethany, near Jerusalem, where his 
enemies were rising against him.   But this is not what I’m remembered 
for!  I later refused to believe that my friends had seen the risen Lord.     

I saw the risen Lord, 
and I truly believed.  

Mary 
Magdalene 
Lk 7:36-39, 

24:1-11 

Jesus accepted me, though I was a sinner. The pharisees were very 
displeased by this. At a dinner my tears were used to wipe his feet and 
I anointed them with oil.  I was there at the foot of the cross when he 
died, and was also one of the first witnesses of the resurrection.  

Jesus said to her 
‘Mary’ and she 
replied 
“Rab-bo’ni” (teacher). 

Anna & 
Simeon 

Lk 2:22-38 

Each of us spent much time in the temple in fasting and prayer, 
anticipating the arrival of the Messiah, our saviour.  When Mary and 
Joseph brought in the child, we both knew to be the chosen one, we 
gladly blessed him. Praising God.     

‘Lord now let your 
servant depart in 
peace according to 
your word.’  

Jairus 
Lk 8:40-42,  

49-56 

As a ruler of the Synagogue I was a powerful person. But all that 
changed when my 12 year old daughter became ill. I asked Jesus for 
help, but he was distracted by other people on the way to my house, 
and my lovely daughter died. Jesus claimed she was only sleeping and 
brought her back to life. 

Jesus told me: ‘Do 
not fear, only believe 
and she will be well.’ 

The Bleeding 
woman 

Lk 8:43-48 

For 12 years I had put up with this incessant bleeding.  Being an 
outcast, being prodded and poked by physicians who could not offer 
me any satisfaction or hope, it was unbearable. I knew Jesus was the 
only one who could help – if only I could get near to him, even just 
touch his cloak.  

‘Someone touched 
me, for the power 
went forth from me.’ 
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The Good 
Thief 

Lk:23:39-42 

I am not a bad person, not really. There was an opportunity, and in a 
moment of weakness I took it.  It is easy to fall into, yet so difficult to 
climb out of the mire.  I expected to be punished, but crucifixion was a 
bit excessive, even more so for Jesus, who had not actually done 
anything wrong!    

Jesus said to me: 
‘today you will be 
with me in paradise’.  
  

The Blind Man  
Jn 9:1-12 

For years I sat at this gate. Like many others I believed my affliction to 
be a curse from God for the wrongdoing of my ancestors. Jesus made 
a paste with spittle and dirt and rubbed it on my eyes. I washed and 
could see. I praised God, but the Jews would not accept this miracle.  

Under questioning I 
said ‘he is a prophet. 
– I was blind and 
now I can see.’  

Samaritan 
Woman at the 
Well Jn 4:1-22 

I was despised in the village. To retain some dignity, I went to the well 
when others would not.  I was shocked when a Jewish man asked me 
for a drink.  Ain conversation he opened my eyes to so much truth – I 
believed he was the Messiah, and so just had to go and spread the 
word.  

‘Sir give me this 
water that I may not 
thirst or come here to 
draw.’  

Prodigal Son 
Lk 15:1-3,11-32 

I was very demanding. I put my father on the spot and having been 
given what I asked waved goodbye. I thought I knew it all, but soon 
discovered my friends were fair weather ones! Thankfully, I eventually 
came to my senses and returned home. I deserved to be turned away 
yet was greeted with open arms.  

‘Father I have sinned 
against heaven and 
before you, I am no 
longer worthy to be 
your son.’   

Pontius Pilate 
Mk15:1-5 

I was the Roman governor of Judea during the time of Jesus' public 
ministry and crucifixion. When brought before me I asked Jesus if he 
was the King of the Jews.  I found no crime in him, and did my best not 
of have him killed, but in the end had little choice than to hand him over 
to the people.    

Above his cross I 
have written, ‘Jesus 
of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews.’   

Judas Iscariot 
Mtt 26:14-
16,20-25 

I had spent so many hours along-side him, but could see that Jesus 
was becoming too big for his boots. Someone needed to put a stop to 
this. Thirty pieces of silver I was offered. And one little kiss in the 
garden was all it took.  

I betrayed the one 
who had shown me 
such love. 

John (beloved 
disciple) 

Lk 9:28-36,  
Jn19:25-27 

 
 

Like my elder brother, James, I was one of the first pair of disciples to 
be called by Jesus. Over time Jesus grew to love me like a brother. I 
was by his side at the Passover meal and at the foot of the cross, with 
his mother, when Jesus died. According to tradition, I went to Asia 
Minor and settled in Ephesus. Later I was exiled to an isolated island 
named Patmos where I wrote about my visions. 

Before Jesus died 
He entrusted his 
mother into my care, 
and I into hers. 

Luke 
Col 4:14 
Luke 1:3 

A native of Antioch I witnessed the great work of the Apostle Paul in 
spreading the Gospel, and later accompanied him on his return to 
Jerusalem, where I was able to interview many people. Their 
testimonies are recorded in the information I carefully gathered firstly 
for Theopilis and the Christian community he represented. I proclaimed 
Gods love for all peoples. 

I was the faithful 
companion who 
travelled with Paul to 
Rome. 

Andrew – 
Fisherman 

Luke 6:12-16 
Jn 6:1-14 

I was originally a follower (disciple) of John the Baptist. I witnessed 
many great miracles worked by Jesus, including the feeding of the 
multitudes.  
During my association with Jesus and the other Apostles, I helped 
spread the Good News across the Roman Empire. I was martyred on 
Patras, Greece.   

I alerted Jesus to the 
small boy amidst the 
crowds who had 
barley loaves and 
fishes. 
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Herod 
Mtt2:7-16, Lk 
9:7-9, 23:6-12 

My family were the Governors of Palestine for well over 100 years. We 
were not impressed to learn that a ‘king‘ had been born in our land.  
Years later Jesus, acclaimed as King of the Jews, stood before the son 
who also bore my name.     

I treated him with 
contempt and sent 
him back to Pilate.   

Barabbas 
Mtt 27:15-23 

Life had never been easy for me. Our family were outcasts and we 
struggled to live, so crime became a way of life. The more I got away 
with it the more powerful I felt, and the more risks I took. It was 
inevitable that I would be caught one day. All those I had wronged 
could then watch me squirm. Oh boy, did I get lucky! The mob hated 
Jesus even more than me!  

I was pardoned while 
the Son of God was 
given the death 
sentence! 

Adulterous 
woman 

Jn 8:1-11 

Yes, I had done wrong, but was not the only guilty party. So why was I 
being singled out, to be made an example of. The contempt of the men 
who surrounded me was palpable. Each had a stone ready to throw. I 
shuddered at the thought of what was to come and prayed to God for 
mercy.    

‘Has no-one 
condemned you?’ 
Jesus said to me, ‘go 
and do not sin again.’  

John the 
Baptist 

Lk 1-57-66, 
7:18-23, 

Mtt3:13-17  

Mine also was a miracle birth. 
I lived a simple life, completely detached of earthly possessions.   
The Holy Spirit inspired me to speak words of condemnation, calling 
people to repentance in preparation for the coming of the Messiah. 
I had many followers, whom I baptised in God’s name as they 
repented.   

I Baptised Jesus in 
the Jordan, and 
heard God acclaim 
him.   

Martha sister 
of Mary  

Mtt 28:1-10, 
Jn21:1-14 

Jesus was a close friend of our family, who visited when in the region.  I 
loved to prepare nice meals for him, while my sister enjoyed sitting 
listening to Jesus.  When our brother was very sick we immediately 
sent for Jesus.  Sadly he didn’t arrive in time. 

I witnessed Jesus 
return my dead 
brother to life.  

Bartholomew 
Lk 6:12-16  
Jn 21:1-14 

 

A fisherman, I am one of the lesser known Apostles, I’m also reputed to 
have been known as Nathanael. When summoned by Philip to meet 
Jesus, he said of me: ‘this man is a true Israelite, there is no guile in 
him.’  I knew then he was the Son of God.  

I was present when 
the risen Lord told us 
to recast our empty 
nets – and they were 
filled. 

James the 
Apostle 

Mk1 6:20,  
Mtt 20:20-28, 

26:26-30 

I am the son of Zebedee and brother to John, another Apostle. I 
became one of the privileged, inner-circle of the disciples. 
I was present, with others, at the Transfiguration, the last supper and 
accompanied Jesus to the garden of Gethsemane, where he prayed to 
his Father. 

I had the gall to ask 
Jesus that my 
brother and I have 
seats of honour in 
the Kingdom!   

Matthew 
Mtt:9:9-13,  
Lk 6:12-16 

A Jew who collected taxes for the Romans, I was considered a traitor 
by my people. I got Jesus into serious trouble with the Pharisees 
because he partied at my house sinners and tax collectors. After Jesus 
death I proclaimed the Good News through my life and in my writings. 

I was one of those to 
whom Jesus gave 
power and 
commanded to make 
disciples of all 
nations.  

Roman 
Centurion 

Mk15:33-40, 
Lk23:44-48 

Jesus wasn’t like other criminals I’d encountered.  Despite there not 
being any clear crime, or evidence, he didn’t complain or protest. He 
accepted – almost welcomed, his fate! As he breathed his last the 
clouds gathered, thunder roared and the temple vale in Jerusalem split. 
Evidence enough for me to affirm the claims that this man was the Son 
of God.    

How could I not 
believe Jesus claim 
after the events I 
witnessed at his 
death? 
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Zacchaeus 
Lk 19:1-10 

My height, or lack of it, caused me to be the brunt f many jokes. Having 
heard so much about this Jesus bloke, I was keen to see, as well as 
hear, him. So was everyone else of courses, so little chance for me – 
until I spotted a tree! Then amazingly Jesus spotted me, and my world 
changed. 

A sinner yet greeted 
like a long-lost friend. 
Jesus invited himself 
to stay at my house.  

Barnabas 
Acts 11:19-30, 
13:1-3, 13-52 

 

I was as close as anyone outside ‘the Twelve’ to being a fully-fledged 
apostle. As early Christian communities developed in Antioch I was 
sent as the official representative of the mother Church to incorporate 
them into the fold. Both charismatic leaders, Paul and I were a 
formidable team.  

I performed miracles 
in God’s name, in the 
hope of converting 
others. 

Mark 
 

During the persecution of the early Church Peter came to take refuge in 
my mother’s home when having escaped from prison. I accompanied 
Paul and Barnabas on one of their travels, but it was evident I did not fit 
in!   

I used my God given 
gift for writing to tell 
of the scandal of a 
crucified Messiah.  

Roman Official  
Jn 4:46- 53 

I had heard of the ‘magical’ powers being displayed by Jesus the 
travelling preacher. My son was seriously ill, and I believed he could 
save him – if only I dared to ask. Jesus didn’t even come to see the 
boy, he just told me he would be well. Somehow, I accepted that, and 
he was.   

Jesus showed 
compassion to me, 
though I was one of 
the ruling powers.  

The grieving 
mother 

Lk 7:11-17 

Nain was my home. If being a widow and rearing my children alone had 
not been enough, my son was then taken from me. I wondered what I 
had done to deserve this and why God would punish me so much.   

Jesus returned my 
son to me – I 
realised a great 
prophet was in our 
midst. 

The crippled 
woman 

Lk 13:10-17 

Don’t talk to me about back ache! I was bent double for 18 years – you 
have no idea how unbearable that is. Not just the pain, but the indignity 
of only being able to see the ground – never able to look anyone in the 
eye or talk to them face to face! The synagogue was my refuge, but 
even there I was an outcast.    

Jesus not only 
healed me, he taught 
me that his 
compassion has no 
boundaries.  

Man with a 
withered hand 

Mtt 12:9-14  

I was born with an affliction, though not life threatening, my withered 
hand was a real handicap and considered by some as a curse on me.  
I spent many hours at the synagogue praying for respite.  
The kindness shown to me by Jesus helped to seal his down-fall. 

Jesus restored my 
disfigurement and 
helped restore me to 
wholeness. 

The Paralytic 
Mk 2:1-12 

I had heard about Jesus and the wonderful cures he was performing. 
Some friends agreed to take me to him – which was easier said than 
done! There were so many people, and the roof option was very scary, 
but seemed the only way. I trusted my friends with my life. Neither they, 
nor Jesus, let me down.   

Not only did Jesus 
heal me he 
challenged the 
thinking and beliefs 
of all who were 
present.   

Stephen 
Acts 6:2-6, 

7 51-60 

I was one of the seven good men chosen to help promote the word of 
God, while others cared for the more practical needs of the people. 
Fervent in my calling I drew attention from the wrong people also and, 
as a consequence, lost my life.  

I have the honour of 
being the first new 
testament martyr, 
after Jesus.  

 

 


